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DEPARTMENT OF LAND INFORMATION, ACHIEVEMENTS 
Statement by Minister for Land Information 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Murchison-Eyre - Minister for Land Information) [12.07 pm]:  I rise today to tell 
the house of the outstanding achievements of the Department of Land Information in handling our very healthy 
real estate market in Western Australia.  I acknowledge that, during the 2004-05 financial year, the department 
recorded its highest ever number of document lodgments.  Those document lodgments represent the paperwork 
that changes hands over DLI counters relating to the buying and selling of land.  They include transactions such 
as the transfer of mortgages, registration of caveats and changes to certificates of titles.   

Essentially, they reflect the condition of the state’s property market and reveal the number of mortgages secured 
by the state’s registration system.  The figures are impressive: a total of 406 225 documents passed through DLI 
during 2004-05, which marks a 1.5 per cent increase on the record set the previous financial year.  This 
represents $45.04 billion - I repeat $45.04 billion - worth of mortgages secured by the registration system, 
showing an increase of $5.1 billion on the previous year.  

This past year has also been a bumper year for the number of land transfers recorded.  They totalled 
$30.1 billion, which is an increase of three per cent on last year.  The 30 648 new land lots created in Western 
Australia was the second highest number ever recorded.  This was just short of the all-time record of 30 718 set 
in the 1993-94 financial year.  These figures show that real estate in Western Australia is in a strong position and 
that it continues to be a choice for many national and international investors.  The number of new lots created 
also show that the state’s land market is growing and, in the process, opening up many new opportunities to 
invest in property.  These transactions are made simpler and more efficient by the online systems that are being 
introduced by the Department of Land Information that aim to streamline land transaction processes.   

New secure land titles, which have recently been introduced, will also ensure that the land registration system 
remains secure and protected.  In that way, public confidence in the process will be maintained.  The new 
documents will contribute to a national effort across all Australian land titles offices to increase security.  Each 
title document will also have a range of improved security features, such as a watermark, hologram, 
thermochromic icon and a control number.   

The 2004-05 financial year is the third in a row to achieve record amounts of document lodgments; the 2005-06 
financial year may well continue that trend.   
 


